
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP  

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING 
 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 – media notified 
 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Virost at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Mr. Virost asked all in attendance to please silence all cell phones or pagers so that the 

meeting could be conducted without interruption, and thanked everyone in attendance for 

their cooperation. 

 

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. 

  

R/C:  Meyers-present; Drago-present; Virost-present; DiGirolamo-present; Lewis-present.   

 

Mr. Virost stated because this was the first meeting of 2016, officers needed to be elected for 

the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

Mr. Virost entertained nominations for Chairman. 

 

Mr. Drago nominated Mr. Virost as Chairman.  Seconded by Ms. Lewis. 

 

Mr. Virost asked whether anyone else was interested.  There was no response. 

 

Mr. Virost accepted the nomination as Chairman. 

 

Mr. Virost entertained nominations for Vice Chairman. 

 

Mr. DiGirolamo nominated Mr. Drago as Vice Chairman.  Seconded by Ms. Lewis. 

 

Mr. Drago accepted the nomination as Vice Chairman. 

 

R/C Vote: all in favor 

  

Mr. Virost stated the functions of the Board of Zoning Appeals, and the topic for the evening. 

 

Mr. Thomas Basalla, representing Eaton Estate Community Association, was requesting to 

obtain a Conditional Use Certificate pursuant to Section 14.8, Subsection 4 of the Township 

Zoning Resolution to construct a pool house/accessory building.  A Conditional Use 

Certificate is required as this “structure is necessary or incidental to recreational use” and 

thus requires a Conditional Use Certificate per Section 14.8 of the Sagamore Hills Township 

Zoning Resolution. 

 

Mr. Virost requested anyone planning to speak to please stand for the "Oath for 

Participation". 

 

Mr. Virost administered the Oath for Participation.  “I do swear and affirm that the 

information and testimony given as part of this proceeding is true and accurate to the best of 

my knowledge and belief.”   

 

Mr. Virost asked whether notices were sent out.  Mrs. Taylor replied that notices were sent 

out. 

 

Mr. Virost asked whether there was correspondence received.  Mrs. Taylor responded that no 

correspondence was received. 



SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – BZA Mtg. 
 

 

  

 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 
 

    Page | 2 

 

Mr. Virost asked Mr. Basalla to present his case. 

 

Mr. Basalla paraphrased a few items that were in the application, and presented exhibits 

that were submitted with the application.   

 

Mr. Basalla said Eaton Estates is requesting to construct a pool accessory building 

adjacent to the existing community center and pool/deck area.  The building is to be the 

exact architectural style as the existing community center and the garage next to it. 

 

The new building will blend in architecturally and provide the proper quantity of 

handicapped accessible bathrooms required by code for the pool users. 

 

Mr. Virost opened up the floor for questions from the audience.    

 

Joan Martin of 438 Steep Rock who lives right behind the proposed facility said she has 

noticed there are large amounts of soil being moved behind her lot.  Ms. Martin wanted to 

know how that was going to be graded so there would not be water backing up onto her 

property. 

 

Mr. Basalla stated before their zoning permit had been revoked, some initial grading 

work had been done to flatten the pad where the building was to be located.  In the spring 

the soil behind Ms. Martin’s lot will be graded off, seeded and restored to the proper 

grade.  

 

Julie Fulton, 446 Steep Rock, asked why everyone was here this evening requesting a 

conditional use certificate if Eaton Estates had already broken ground.   

 

Mr. Virost replied there are some organizations that put the cart before the horse, and this 

was one of those situations.  If the Board of Zoning Appeals did not approve the 

conditional use certificate the property would have to go back to the way it was. 

 

Ms. Lewis asked Mr. Snell to explain to Ms. Fulton the details of the reason for this 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Snell stated this was not an Eaton Estates problem but a Sagamore problem.  The 

former zoning inspector of Sagamore Hills issued the permit for this building.   However, 

the zoning resolution has a provision that was cited in notices that were sent to the 

residents.  Mr. Snell gave an explanation of this provision. 

 

Ms. Fulton requested that when the time comes again for this type of project/process to 

begin, to please notify the residents before starting a project. 

 

Mr. Meyers commented from a Board of Zoning Appeals standpoint this is probably not 

the appropriate place to discuss this.   If Eaton Estates did not require one of the three 

functions the Board of Zoning Appeals is permitted to exercise, appeals, variances or 

issuance of a conditional use certificate, the board would not even know about this 

project.     

 

Gary Spriggs, 8588 Eaton Drive, commented the soil that has been moved is on common 

ground of the entire association.  In the future notification will be given to the neighbors 

when work will be done. 

 

Mr. Virost asked whether there were any further comments.  There were no comments. 

 

Mr. Virost formally closed the public discussion at 7:12 p.m. 
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Mr. Virost made a motion to issue the conditional use certificate as requested by Mr. Basalla.  

Motion seconded by Ms. Lewis. 

 

There was a discussion among the board members. 

 

Mr. Meyers asked whether the operational hours when the pool was being used have 

consistently matched the hours the pool house was open.   Mr. Spriggs replied yes. 

 

Mr. Drago asked whether there was an existing plan of the current bathrooms that are in use 

at the pool.  The existing plan was not included in the documents at the meeting.   Mr. Drago 

asked whether the bathrooms were required to have showers.  Mr. Spriggs replied there were 

no internal showers, it was a community room.  Mr. Drago asked whether they were required 

to have a shower for access to the pool.  Mr. Spriggs replied yes.  There is a shower outside 

of the building. 

 

Mr. DiGirolamo asked whether the proposed structure complied with all of the requirements 

of Section 8.  

 

There was a short discussion. 

 

Mr. Virost said there was a motion on the floor to accept the application for a conditional use 

certificate as presented.   

 

R/C Vote:  Meyers-nay; Drago-nay; Virost-nay; DiGirolamo-nay; Lewis-nay. 

 

There was a short discussion on the grading issue. 

 

Mr. Meyers made a motion to approve the conditional use certificate with the following 

conditions: 

1. Compliance with all requirements of Section 8 Conditional Use Requirements of the 

Zoning Resolution. 

2. The building must meet all requirements of ADA. 

3. That the applicant develop a grading plan within the next thirty days that the Board of 

Zoning Appeals will later review and be subject to approval by the Board of Zoning 

Appeals. 

 

Seconded by Ms. Lewis. 

 

R/C Vote: Meyers-aye; Drago-aye; Virost-aye; DiGirolamo-aye; Lewis-aye.  

 

Mr. Virost stated motion approved as presented. 

 

Mr. Virost made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 14, 2015 meeting.  

Seconded by Mr. Drago.     

R/C Vote:  Meyers-abstain; Drago-aye; Virost-aye; DiGirolamo-aye; Lewis-aye. 

 

There was a short discussion on parking in the area of the Dos Coronas restaurant. 

 

There was no further business.  Mr. Meyers moved to adjourn at 7:37 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. 

Virost.   R/C Vote:  all in favor. 

 

       

  

 

               

                    

 


